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Today’s edition will cover a bill, House Bill 11-1116, now making its way through the Sixty-Eighth General Assembly.  Typically, such would be covered in this writer’s “Eye on the Legislature,” but HB 1116 is of significance to local residents.    

House Bill 11-1116 concerns how local governments provide for waste services within the boundaries of local government entities.  


The legislative declaration of HB 1116 provides an excellent overall view on how state and local government interacts pursuant to the Constitution of Colorado:  

a) Requiring citizens to pay for waste services provided by a local government or a single provider can result in a decrease in service level and a substantial increase in costs to citizens; 

b) Citizens should be allowed to vote on any changes mandated by a local government that affect the availability, cost, or service level of waste services where they live;

c) Statewide uniformity in the regulation of waste services provided at all levels of local government is necessary to protect citizens from being unfairly compelled to use or pay for waste services and to promote competition and efficiency in the provision of waste services;  

d) The state traditionally regulates matters involving local government competition with private businesses in order to ensure that local governments do not subsidize their services with general revenue streams or otherwise compete unfairly with the private sector;  

e)  Private businesses that provide waste services within municipal limits also commonly provide services to residents of unincorporated areas.  If a municipality can adopt an ordinance requiring its residents to use municipal services in preference to private services, it may no longer be economically feasible for private businesses to provide services to residents in unincorporated areas, who then may be left without access to waste services.  

f) Article XX of the state constitution does not specifically commit the provision of waste services to local regulation; and

g) The provision of waste services within the limits of municipalities is a matter of statewide concern.  

HB 1116 “requires local governments to obtain voter approval prior to providing, contracting to provide or requiring residents of a local government to pay fees for waste services.”  The Fiscal Impact analysis also points out that “the ballot must include a description of the proposed service as well as the cost of the service.”  


An amendment to the bill by the Committee on Local Government exempts local governments from provisions of HB 116 “if, on the effective date of this paragraph (c.5), the local government provides residential waste services, contracts with a waste hauler to provide residential waste services, or requires the use of or the imposition of a fee for residential waste services in all or any portion of the boundaries of the local government . . .”


In that Gilpin County’s re-imposition of charging for trash disposal at the county disposal station in Mid-County is already in place, residents are stuck with paying double for disposing of their trash; i.e., one charge included on their annual tax bill and again at the disposal station.

Lead Sponsors of House Bill 11-1116:  Representative Libby Szabo, R-Jefferson, 866-2962; and Senator Greg Brophy, R-Wray, 866-6360.  


Property owners in Gilpin County are assessed each year for waste services and see that amount on their annual tax bill.  Most property-owning residents would agree, non-property-owning residents should pay their fair share.  The new setup at the county waste services station forces EVERYONE leaving off trash to pay, which means property owners are now paying twice.  


Take a close look at the tax entities listed on that annual tax notice (2010):  

· Boulder School RE-2

43.838 mills (Northern Gilpin County)

· County General Fund

  7.636

· County Public Works

    .847

· County Public Welfare

    .441

· County Library Fund

    .242

· County Retirement


    .390

· County Solid Waste

    .282

· County Abatement


    .090

· High Country Fire


  8.342


Left out of the publicity leading up to the changes made by the Board of County Commissioners is that with the new setup, the recycle bins would only be open when the trash facility is open – not open as they were previously 24/7.  Most likely the reason behind this part of the decision is that people would take advantage of no attendant and leave bags of trash in the recycle area.    


In this writer’s opinion, a much fairer and equitable method would be to issue property owners a permit.  Anyone without a permit (non-property owners) would have to pay for disposing of trash.  Non-property owners get for free all the benefits tax paying property owners pay for!!
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  

Doris Beaver

